The Church in our Town
Introduction
This document is intended to be a relatively simple guide book explaining the history
and background information of this new church.

Most people, when they think of a church, imagine a beautiful old building with a
spire and a bell tower, steeped in history stretching back for hundreds of years. The
Church of the Holy Trinity is very different; it is a modern church, dedicated in 1982.
It is jointly owned and shared by not just one, but three denominations - Church of
England, Catholic and Methodist.
It is a brick building with a tent shaped roof made of dark grey tiles. There are no
spires, no steeples and only one very modest bell. Outside the church stands a plain
wooden cross 15 feet high on a raised concrete platform.
The new town of South Woodham Ferrers was opened by the Queen in May 1981
and the square in the centre of the town is called Queen Elizabeth II Square.
The church was dedicated a year later, in June 1982. It is situated in Trinity Square,
a short walk away from Queen Elizabeth II Square.
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The Church linked to two Church Schools
The Church of the Holy Trinity is joined on each side to two church primary schools,
the Church of England School, Trinity St Mary’s and the Catholic School, St
Joseph’s. Each school is a mirror image of the other.

The church has no separate church hall of its own, instead the two school halls are
used. The church opens into two small areas where extra chairs are kept and these
open into the two school halls. This means that for special services, the wooden
sliding doors that partition the halls and the church can be opened and the extra
chairs can be set out to accommodate a large congregation.
.
The schools halls are used during Sunday morning services for Sunday School and
after services for coffee. There is a servery with sinks which joins the two halls.
From time to time, fund raising activities and functions are held in the school halls.

Page 2

The Church in our Town
The Church Interior
The church building is an irregular six sided shape with two entrances. It is fully
carpeted and centrally heated - a definite advantage on cold, wintry days!

The two entrances have identical foyers and they are joined by a long through room
with a small kitchen area which is used for meetings or as a quiet worship room. In
each foyer are four doors, one to the meeting room, one to a small WC (a disabled
WC in the main entrance), then a small room where the clergy can robe and the
fourth door is a double one which is the entrance to the church itself.
Because of these rooms, which are between the entrances and the main body of
the church, there are no windows to the outside in the church itself, apart from some
very small windows in the roof at the back of the church.
The ceiling is made of varnished wooden planks laid out in pattern which is
reminiscent of the hull of a ship.
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The Altar
The altar, or holy table, is a plain, rectangular table. On the wall above it there is a
large metal cross edged with wood flanked on either side by decorative slats of wood
which cover the air vents. Behind the altar are three chairs for the clergy and a
matching, large Bishop’s chair.

There are no pews in the church. Instead the seating is wooden chairs which link
together. The chairs are set out in three large blocks so there is not just one central
aisle, but two. This means that the seating is grouped around the sanctuary and not
in a block in front of it.
There are no pews in the church. Instead the seating is wooden chairs which link
together. The chairs are set out in three large blocks so there is not just one central
aisle, but two. This means that the seating is grouped around the sanctuary and not
in a block in front of it.
The hassocks are of different designs, mainly on a red background, and were
embroidered by members of the congregation. Many of them were sponsored by
different groups and organisations in the church and town and bear their logo. The
hassock on the back of the chair in the picture was sponsored by the Anglican choir.
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Church Seating

The Lectern
The lectern and pulpit, instead of being on either side of a central aisle are combined
in one piece of furniture which stands in the sanctuary to the side of the altar. The
book rest is adjustable. It can be raised or lowered and it can be swivelled so that the
Bible is facing the congregation.
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.
On the inside is carved Mr Holden’s mark, an owl.

The Crucifix
To one side of the altar is a crucifix fixed on the wall. Again this is not traditional. The
figure of Christ is not a crucified figure, but shows Christ Triumphant.
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The Tabernacle
To the other side of the altar the Host is reserved in a Tabernacle fixed to the wall.
On the floor stands a wrought iron candle stand, about a metre high with a large
Easter candle which is lit during special services.
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The Candle Stand
In a corner of the church, just past the side entrance, there is a votive candle stand
where candles are lit to reflect our prayers. The present stand was installed in 2003
and replaces an earlier wrought iron stand designed and made by pupils of the
adjoining William de Ferrers Comprehensive school. Sadly we could not adapt their
work to meet the latest Health and Safety requirements. On the wall above there is
an icon of the Virgin and Child.

Stations of the Cross
On the walls around the church are Stations of the Cross, brought to this Church by
members of a pilgrimage to Rome.
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The Font
A portable oak font now replaces the original stone font and offers greater flexibility.
It is given in memory of Grace Yelland and forms a handsome addition to the
furnishings of the Church.

The Organ
There are no choir stalls at the front of the church; instead there are chairs for a
choir at the back of the church, beside where the original pipe organ was situated.
In January 2004 a new more sophisticated electronic organ was installed.
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Mothers Union Banner
On the side wall close to the main entrance, there is a banner of the Mothers Union
showing Mary with the baby Jesus. This was designed by Desda Jeeps and Jean
French and stitched by other members of the Mothers Union. On the reverse it has
the MU Logo and lettering.

At the design stage, the MU requested a Fleur de Lys as well as the Mother and
child but this did not seem possible.

British Legion
On the wall just inside the foyer of the side entrance hangs a commemorative plaque
which was presented to the church by the South Woodham Branch of the Royal British
Legion. (below)
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Stained Glass Window
In the front foyer high on the left hand wall hangs a stained glass window of The Light
of the World by Holman Hunt. Because it is placed on a wall and not in a window, it
has been mounted in a box with a light that illuminates it from behind. The window
was donated in memory of Charles Morton by his family and was originally installed in
what was the old St Mary’s Mission Church in Hullbridge Road. This building is now
the Salvation Army Citadel.
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The Meeting Room
The Meeting Room is a small multi-purpose room with doors at either end which
open out into the two foyers at the entrances of the church.

It can be used as a small worship area and, because it has a small kitchen at one
end, it can also be used for meetings of church groups and other organisations.

Church Plaque
This plaque is on the wall in the front entrance
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